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Reading Fluency and Information Literacy Competencies
[bookmark: _GoBack]Reading fluency is the skill to read something fluently as though one is speaking. It comprises of three components namely accuracy, prosody and speed. These three components work hand in hand to convey meaning to a reading (Rasinski et al., 2017). For instance, fluent readers can show prosody or expression portrayed in reading by using question marks or commas appropriately. Reading fluency is accompanied by comprehension, therefore non-fluent readers who do not understand what they are reading miss the meaning of a passage by reading slowly and making a lot of mistakes. For instance, they do not use commas or full stops appropriately while reading. Information literacy refers to a set of abilities required in analyzing, organizing, identifying, and retrieving information. It is important because it helps one to recognize misleading or false information through intelligent interpretation (Lloyd, 2017). Information literacy skills are required when one is researching using the internet. The internet has a lot of information, and some might not be good since they are not from credible sources, as anyone can write about anything online. Therefore, making it one of the best place to practice information literacy. In this light, the paper will discuss how reading fluency and information literacy are used to evaluate Rappaccini’s daughter.
Reading Fluency
Reading fluency in Rappaccini’s daughter is fluent when the writer describes or explains something and lacks accuracy when the characters are talking or having a conversation. From the beginning of the story, one can comprehend what the writer is trying to explain or showcase. However, some sentences in the introductory paragraph were not that fluent because of old fashion writing since it was written in the 1800s. When he introduced one of the characters Giovanni Guasconti, his description was vivid at first and for someone who could comprehend what he was trying to portray. Still, to an individual who is a slow reader, it might be hard for them to understand. For instance, the writer used words like "unstudied" and "very long ago from the more southern region of Italy” (Hawthorne, 2006). Words like uneducated could be used instead of unstudied to describe Giovanni as someone who has no formal education to make the passage easy to read for the slow reader. But punctuations such as commas and question marks are placed adequately since one can pause when reading a long sentence or conversations among characters. However, the writer's description of Rappaccini's garden was vivid and accurate. He did not miss any details as he described the entire garden from the ruined marble fountain with a rare art sculpture to a shrub that bore purple flowers in the middle of a pool of water that was their source of life. 
As earlier mentioned, speed is one of the components of reading fluency. It is achieved when one can scan visually three or more words while reading. In this case, Rappaccini's daughter's short story could not achieve this because of the writer’s writing style. The English language of the 19th century makes one’s reading speed to slow down so that they can get to understand what the writer is trying to explain. For instance, towards the end of the story, during her last dying breath, Rappaccini spoke to her father as follows, “my father, wherefore didst thou inflict this miserable doom upon thy child?”(Hawthorne, 2006).The use of prosody in the short story is plausible because each conversation has question marks or exclamation points, which allows an individual to understand the emotions the character is going through. For instance, the example mentioned above of Beatrice Rappaccini's daughter shows that she is in pain as she cannot believe what her father has done to her, and it can be expressed easily when one is reading. 
Information Literacy
 Rappaccini was introduced as a doctor who uses poisonous plants to manufacture his medicines. He tends to the plants while wearing protective gear due to the poisonous nature of the plants. But when he called Beatrice, his daughter, to tend to the flowers, he did not relay any information regarding the plants and hid that part such that he allowed her to tend to the flowers without any protective gear. In the process, she became infected with the poison, particularly by the purple shrub. Information literacy is a combination of communication, research, and critical skills to develop a problem-solving solution and decision-making. Therefore, in this case, Rappaccini tried to research the effects of the poisonous flowers in his garden by using his daughter Beatrice as a test subject. She tended to the garden unknowingly without having any knowledge of the flowers. In this case, she should have been a bit critical and ask her father questions as to why he wants to use her. Secondly, she should have looked for information about the flowers on her own to protect herself from being used by her father.
Giovanni also asks about the garden when he arrived at the town. The writer used information literacy to showcase how Giovanni got to know his neighbors, the Rappaccini's. Lisabetta, a local woman, filled him with all the information he needed to know. Giovanni's curiosity is what led him to receive the information he needed at that particular time. Additionally, he also got to know more about Rappaccini from Professor Pietro Baglioni, who is also a doctor and a rival to Rappuccini. Baglioni told him to watch out from Rappaccini since he was a genius but a cold-hearted person since he experiments on his patients to gain scientific knowledge. Baglioni was against these experiments since he believed it is common knowledge not to go against nature. Because of this information from Baglioni, Giovanni discovered that Beatrice has the poison in her since whatever she touched died. He proved this theory by gifting her a bouquet of roses, and he saw them withering in her hands.
Information literacy is also depicted when the writer introduced Giovanni at the beginning. He came to Italy in pursuit of studying medicine. This dream gets lost for a moment after he saw Beatrice in the garden. Once he got to know her, he sought to find a solution that will rid the poison in Beatrice so that they can lead a happy life. Baglioni gave him an antidote that he had been working on using all the medical knowledge he had. Even though Beatrice died in the end, Baglioni proved that it is wrong to go against nature since the experiments will backfire in the long run. Rappaccini made decisions regarding his daughter’s life ever since she was young. She was never allowed to leave her town to visit other places. Later, when she met Giovanni, she was intrigued by him because he had traveled and seen the world, unlike her. She asked questions about the outside world to know more about those places. Lastly, Baglioni used an alternative fact for his advantage to try and deter Giovanni from pursuing a relationship with Beatrice, by mentioning that he is a bad person who should not be trusted based on the work he did. Lisabetta, on the other hand, stated that his expertise in medicine was known all over up to Naples. Therefore, Baglioni tried to twist Giovanni's mind into believing that Rappaccini was a bad person by feeding him wrong information. 
In conclusion, having discussed how reading fluency and information literacy are used in Rappaccini's daughter short story, the writer showcased science, humanity, jealousy, and reasoning throughout the story. Through information literacy, the writer was able to bring the story to life using science and technology. Information is power; therefore, it is crucial to use the knowledge one has for good and not to exploit those close to you because, in the end, it is easy to lose what one values the most because of greed. 
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